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The Palestinian people continued to be subjected to various abuses by the 
Israeli occupation forces as well as by both parties of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA): Fatah and Hamas. Particularly since 2007, the political 
discord between the latter two has led to the erosion of human rights, as each 
has acted within its sphere of influence to seek retribution against persons, 
civil society groups, and media thought to be loyal to the other party. In 
recent years, this has meant that Hamas supporters have been subjected to 
arbitrary detention, torture, and ill treatment in the West Bank, while Fatah 
supporters have suffered the same fate in the Gaza Strip. 

Despite the finalization of a national reconciliation agreement between Fatah 
and Hamas under Egyptian auspices in May 2011, this did not lead to a 
national unity government able to put an end to Palestinian factionalism, 
although both parties had agreed to authorize the Palestinian president to 
form this government. Nor was the reconciliation agreement accompanied 
by any practical measures on either side to foster public liberties, stop 
assaults on citizens’ rights, and end politically motivated detentions. In fact, 
throughout 2012 the suppression of citizens’ right to freedom of assembly 
and peaceful protest continued, both by the PA in the West Bank and Hamas 
in the Gaza Strip. Journalists and media professionals also faced assault and 
arrest and were prevented from doing their jobs by both sides.  
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Due to the lack of transparency and the denial of both Fatah and Hamas that 
political detentions occur, there is little information on the number of 
detainees held by either party. As such, it is difficult to assess the general 
amnesty announced by Hamas late last year, which was ostensibly meant to 
cover many Fatah loyalists. In both the West Bank and Gaza Strip the torture 
and ill treatment of detainees continued, leading to deaths in detention 
facilities in some cases. Arbitrary death sentences were handed down to 
several persons, and cases of extrajudicial killings of people accused of 
collaborating with the enemy were also documented. 

Although Israel implemented its unilateral disengagement from the Gaza 
Strip in September 2005, it continues to exercise absolute control over 
Gaza’s airspace and its sea and land borders. As an occupying power, Israel 
is thus obligated to comply with international humanitarian law in its 
conduct and practices toward Gaza.  

However, Israeli violations of international law in the occupied Palestinian 
territories became more violent, especially against residents of Gaza. Israel 
is aided in this by the chronic failure of the international community to 
achieve a just resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and to hold Israel 
to account for crimes committed against the Palestinian people. In 2012, 
Israel continued to attack and kill civilians and destroy their property in the 
Gaza Strip: in mid-November, Israeli forces carried out an eight-day assault 
on the area that killed 156 people, including 103 civilians, a quarter of whom 
were children under the age of ten. Israel continued its collective punishment 
of the population of the Gaza Strip through maintaining its siege on the area 
into its sixth year, while Israeli settlement expansion in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem displaced even more Palestinians.  

Thousands of Palestinian detainees suffer various abuses in Israeli prisons, 
particularly solitary confinement and the prohibition of visits, while 
hundreds of Palestinians are detained without charge or trial. The Israeli 
authorities also used excessive force to suppress protests, leading to the 
deaths of several persons. Israeli attacks extended to journalists and media 
crews, some of whom were arrested and prosecuted, while the offices of 
several media outlets in the West Bank were raided.  

In 2012 the UN General Assembly approved a resolution recognizing the 
statehood of Palestine and giving Palestine non-member observer status in 
the UN. This resolution allows Palestine to ratify the Rome Statute, which 
established the International Criminal Court, and other international treaties 
and conventions related to human rights and international humanitarian law. 
Ratification of these treaties would provide stronger guarantees for 
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international justice for war crimes and crimes against humanity perpetrated 
by Israel and the Palestinian authorities.1 

 

I. Human Rights Violations Committed by the Israeli 
Occupation Authorities 

 

Assaults on Civilians and Extrajudicial Killings 
In 2012, Israeli occupation forces routinely targeted civilians and their 
property in missile and artillery attacks in various areas of the Gaza Strip, 
while also continuing extrajudicial killings by assassinating those it 
considers to be involved in military actions against Israel. These attacks 
reached their peak with Israel’s military offensive on Gaza – known as 
Operation Pillar of Cloud – which began with the assassination of Ahmed al-
Jabari, a Hamas military leader. The subsequent eight days of shelling killed 
at least 156 people, among them 103 civilians, and injured 1,000 others, 
among them 971 civilians; three journalists were killed,2 as were 41 children, 
among them 21 under the age of ten.3 126 homes were completely destroyed 
and 1,985 others partially destroyed, while 244 public facilities were 
damaged, including 15 hospitals and health centers, 90 schools, and 14 
media outlets.4 

In the first six months of 2012, more than five assassination operations were 
carried out, killing 7 and injuring 18. In the same period, missile and artillery 

                                                 
1 Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, “CIHRS: The State of Palestine Should Ratify 
Human Rights Treaties; Israel Must End Retributive Acts,” Dec. 13, 2012, 
<http://www.cihrs.org/?p=5281&lang=en>; Amnesty International, “Palestine UN Status 
Upgrade Should Open Door to Justice,” Dec. 3, 2012, 
<http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestine-UN-status-upgrade-should-open-door-to-justice-
2012-11-30>. 
2 Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR), “Israeli Offensive on Gaza Stopped 
Following 8 Days of Attacks,” Nov. 22, 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9044:
israeli-offensive-on-gaza-stopped-following-8-days-of-attacks-
&catid=36:pchrpressreleases&Itemid=194>. 
3 Euro-Mid Observer for Human Rights, “‘Amud al-sahab wa ightiyal al-tufula,” Dec. 26, 
2012, 
<http://www.euromid.org/marsad/index.php?action=main/readcontent&lang=ar&cat=2&id=3
68>. 
4 Al Mezan Center for Human Rights (Mezan), “Markaz al-mizan yusdir hasilat tawthiqat li-l-
dahaya wa-l-adrar al-najima ‘an al-‘udwan al-Isra’ili al-akhir,” Dec. 23, 2012, 
<http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15992&ddname=reports&id2=6&id_dept=14&p=c
enter>.  

http://www.cihrs.org/?p=5281&lang=en
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestine-UN-status-upgrade-should-open-door-to-justice-
http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9044:
http://www.euromid.org/marsad/index.php?action=main/readcontent&lang=ar&cat=2&id=3
http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15992&ddname=reports&id2=6&id_dept=14&p=c
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fire in various areas of the Gaza Strip killed 29 people, among them three 
children, while ten others were killed during attempts to prevent Israel from 
imposing buffer zones on Gaza’s eastern and northern borders.5 

In September and October, 22 people were killed in missile and artillery 
attacks on various areas of the Gaza Strip.6 

 

Arbitrary Detention and the Status of Prisoners 
Although 2011 saw the release of nearly 1,000 Palestinian prisoners in 
exchange for Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, detained by Hamas, the frequency 
of arrests made by Israeli forces increased in 2012, particularly in the West 
Bank. Some Gazans were also abducted and detained, especially when 
attempting to cross the borders, while several prisoners released as part of 
the Shalit deal were re-detained. Some 900 people were detained in the first 
three months of 2012, bringing the total number of Palestinians in Israeli 
prisons to nearly 4,700, among them 185 children, 320 administrative 
detainees, 27 members of the Palestinian parliament, and several former 
ministers.7 Some 2,000 detainees organized a hunger strike8 seeking an end 
to abuses in prisons, especially the denial of medical care, torture, strip 
searches, beatings, spraying with nerve gas, and the denial of visits and the 
delivery of clothes and blankets.9 

                                                 
5 Mezan, “Min al-maydan: taqrir maydani hawl intihakat huquq al-insan al-Isra’iliya fi qata’ 
Ghazza: taqrir al-nasf al-ula min al-‘am 2012,” May 3, 2012, 
<http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=14115&ddname=IOF&id2=7&id_dept=22&p=cent
er_more>.  
6 Mezan, “Min al-maydan: taqrir hawl intihakat quwwat al-ihtilal al-Isra’ili li-qawa’id al-
qanun al-dawli al-insani fi ta’amuliha ma’ al-madaniyin fi qata’ Ghazza khilal shahr 
Sibtambir 2012,” Oct. 1, 2012, 
<http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15396&ddname=IOF&id_dept=22&id2=9&p=cent
er>; Mezan, “ Min al-maydan: taqrir hawl intihakat quwwat al-ihtilal al-Isra’ili li-qawa’id al-
qanun al-dawli al-insani fi ta’amuliha ma’ al-madaniyin fi qata’ Ghazza khilal shahr Uktubir 
2012,” Nov. 8, 2012, 
<http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15586&ddname=IOF&id_dept=22&id2=9&p=cent
er>. 
7 Palestine Behind Bars, “Firwana: 4,700 asir fi sujun al-ihtilal baynahum 185 tiflan wa 320 
mu’taqalan idariyan,” Mar. 23, 2012, 
<http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana23mar2012.htm>.  
8 Amnesty International, “Palestinian Detainee in Gaza Deportation Deal Should Be Released 
to West Bank,” Mar. 30, 2012, <http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestinian-detainee-gaza-
deportation-must-be-released-2012-03-30>; Palestine Behind Bars, “Firwana: al-asira Hana’ 
tusajjil al-idrab al-atwal fi tarikh al-asirat,” Mar. 27, 2012, 
<http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana27mar2012.htm>.  
9 Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI), “al-Asra li-l-dirasat: man’ al-
muhamin khatwa tas’idiya li-l-daght ‘ala-l-asra al-mudribin,” Apr. 10, 2012, 

http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=14115&ddname=IOF&id2=7&id_dept=22&p=cent
http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15396&ddname=IOF&id_dept=22&id2=9&p=cent
http://www.mezan.org/ar/details.php?id=15586&ddname=IOF&id_dept=22&id2=9&p=cent
http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana23mar2012.htm
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestinian-detainee-gaza-
http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana27mar2012.htm
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Although the Israeli authorities administering the prisons agreed to permit 
visits to detainees following the strike, based on an agreement brokered by 
the Egyptian government, Israel did not fully apply the terms and allowed 
only a very small number of visits, subjecting visitors to degrading search 
procedures and halting visits completely in early November.10 The 
occupation authorities have prohibited visits to Gaza detainees since June 
2007.11 

Although the latest prisoner deal stipulated an end to solitary confinement of 
prisoners and no renewals of administrative detention orders except in cases 
where new intelligence justified the measure, the occupation authorities 
nevertheless reinstated both solitary confinement and administrative 
detention, leading several prisoners to launch renewed hunger strikes.12 

In June, the occupation authorities released five Palestinian MPs; 22 MPs 
remained in Israeli prisons, 19 of them Hamas members. The other three 
were Ahmed Saadat, the secretary-general of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, and prominent Fatah MPs Marwan al-Barghouti and 
Jamal al-Tirawi.13 

On November 23, the occupation authorities arrested six additional 
Palestinian MPs, among them Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed Abd al-Rahman al-
Rimhi, the assembly secretary, and Bassem Ahmed al-Zaarir, both of whom 
were given six-month administrative detention orders.14 

                                                                                                                   
<http://www.anhri.net/?p=51833>; Resolution HRC/19/L.34A, issued by the UN Human 
Rights Council in its 19th session under item 7 on the agenda on the state of human rights in 
Palestine and other occupied Arab territories,” 
<http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/19/L.34>. 
10 PCHR, “State of the Gaza Strip’s Border Crossings (01-30 November 2012),” Dec. 16, 
2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9455:
state-of-the-gaza-strips-border-crossings-01—30-november-2012&catid=63:closure-
update&Itemid=227>.  
11 Amnesty International, “Accountability for Violations Needed Despite Palestinian Prisoner 
Deal,” May 16, 2012, <http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestinian-prisoner-deal-provides-
relief-accountability-violations-needed-2012-05-16>. 
12 Amnesty International, “Hunger Strikers in Grave Danger,” July 12, 2012, 
<http://www.amnesty.se/upload/apps/webactions/urgentaction/2012/07/12/51503812.pdf>; 
Amnesty International, “Danger As Health of Detainees Deteriorates,” Aug. 31, 2012, 
<http://www.amnesty.org/ar/library/asset/MDE15/049/2012/ar/238b05e3-66c6-4053-95f2-
2688c0e36558/mde150492012en.html>.  
13 Palestine Behind Bars, “Firwana: 22 na’iban fi sujun al-ihtilal ba’d al-ifraj ‘an al-Rub’i wa 
‘Abd al-Jawad,” June 30, 2012, 
<http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana28jun2012.htm>. 
14 PCHR, “PCHR Condemns Arrests of Political Leaders of Hamas and Islamic Jihad in the 
West Bank,” Nov. 26, 2012, 

http://www.anhri.net/?p=51833
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/19/L.34
http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9455:
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/palestinian-prisoner-deal-provides-
http://www.amnesty.se/upload/apps/webactions/urgentaction/2012/07/12/51503812.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/ar/library/asset/MDE15/049/2012/ar/238b05e3-66c6-4053-95f2-
http://www.palestinebehindbars.org/ferwana28jun2012.htm
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Siege and Collective Punishment of Gaza 
For the sixth year in a row, the occupation authorities exercised collective 
punishment on the residents of the Gaza Strip by maintaining the siege by 
which they impede the movement of people and goods, including the import 
of basic foodstuffs, fuel, medicine and medical equipment, construction 
materials, and sanitation materials. Fishermen are also prohibited from 
pursuing their livelihood due to the naval siege, which limits fishing to an 
area 3 miles off the coast; violators are arrested or shot. The ceasefire 
between Israel and the Hamas government, reached under Egyptian auspices 
after the offensive on Gaza in November 2012, did not lead to an opening of 
the Israeli-controlled border crossings to facilitate the entry and exit of 
people and goods. The export ban on goods produced in the Gaza Strip—
both to the West Bank and the wider world—continued, with the exception 
of a very small quantity of agricultural products. The land crossing at Rafah 
remains the exception, as since May 2011 the Egyptian authorities have 
increased its hours of operation and permitted men aged 18-40 to obtain 
visas.15 

 

Settlement Expansion 
The Israeli occupation authorities continued to disregard the international 
ban on establishing settlements in occupied territory, as per the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. As a result of settlement expansion, more Palestinians 
were displaced from land that Israel seeks to annex to its settlements in the 
West Bank and Jerusalem.  

Israel announced its intention to evacuate 13 Palestinian villages in Mt. 
Hebron in order to expand the existing Israeli settlement there and establish 
a closed military zone. If implemented, the plan will leave 1,650 Palestinians 
homeless.16 In addition, in late November Israel declared that it would build 
3,000 additional housing units in new or existing settlements in the West 

                                                                                                                   
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9059:
pchr-condemns-arrests-of-political-leaders-of-hamas-and-islamic-jihad-in-the-west-bank-
&catid=36:pchrpressreleases&Itemid=194>. 
15 PCHR, “State of the Gaza Strip’s Border Crossings (01-30 November 2012).” 
16 Amnesty International, “Quartet Action Needed to Keep Palestinian Villages on the Map,” 
Sep. 21, 2012, <http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/quartet-action-needed-
keep-palestinian-villages-map-2012-09-21>.  

http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9059:
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/quartet-action-needed-
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Bank, which will displace 20 Palestinian communities, or approximately 
2,300 people.17 

 

Violations of Freedom of Opinion and Expression 
On February 29, Israeli occupation forces raided the offices of Quds 
Educational Television, Watan Television, and the Watan online news 
service in Ramallah. At Watan Television, four staff members were detained 
for more than two hours while broadcast equipment, computers, and 
important documents were confiscated. Israel claimed that Watan had been 
broadcasting in contravention of the law, despite the fact that it had been 
granted a license by the PA.18 Israel also claimed that the both Quds 
Educational Television and Watan Television had used frequencies that 
interfered with broadcasters and communication in Israel, which the PA 
spokesman denied.19 

The offices of the Hona al-Quds news agency in Jerusalem were also raided 
during the agency’s inauguration on April 12; the celebration was canceled 
because of PA sponsorship.20 In January, Israeli intelligence summoned 
journalist Rassem Obeidat and issued an order prohibiting him from entering 
the West Bank for seven months on the pretext of “maintaining state 
security.” Obeidat was scheduled to take part in a radio program in the West 
Bank on issues specific to Jerusalem.21 

The Ofer Court in Israel sentenced journalist Suhaib al-Asa, a correspondent 
for Bethlehem Radio and al-Jazeera Talk, to four months in prison; al-Asa 

                                                 
17 Amnesty International, “Israel Must Halt Construction of West Bank Settlements,” Dec. 3, 
2012, <http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/israel-must-halt-construction-west-bank-settlements-
2012-12-03>; PCHR, “Israeli Government Defies International Law by Approving More 
Settlement Projects in Occupied Jerusalem,” Dec. 4, 2012, <http://goo.gl/R5GrbP>. 
18 SKeyes, “Skayz yastankir iqtiham al-quwwat al-Isra’iliya talavizyunay watan wa-l-Quds al-
tarbawi,” Mar. 3, 2012, <http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/SKeyes-Statements/Palestine/1073>; 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), “US Should Press Israel to Return Confiscated 
Equipment,” July 5, 2012, <http://cpj.org/2012/07/us-should-press-israel-to-return-
confiscated-equipment.php>. 
19 CPJ, “Two Palestinian Television Stations Raided in Ramallah,” Feb. 29, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/02/two-palestinian-television-stations-raided-in-rama.php>.  
20 SKeyes, “al-Amn al-Isra’ili yaqtahim maqarr wikalat huna al-Quds wa yamna’ hafl 
iftitahiha wa ya’taqil shakhsayn,” Apr. 3, 2012, 
<http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/Palestine/1285>; Mada Center, “MADA: Raid and 
Confiscation of Hona Al-Quds Equipment a New Assault on Media Freedoms,” 
<http://www.madacenter.org/report.php?lang=1&id=1153&category_id=6&year=2012>. 
21 SKeyes, “Taqrir Skayz ‘an intihak al-hurriyat al-i’lamiya wa-l-thaqafiya fi shahr kanun al-
thani/Yanayir 2012,” Feb. 19, 2012, 
<http://www.skeyesmedia.org/extensions/pdf/SKeyes_Monthly_report_January_2012.pdf>.  

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/israel-must-halt-construction-west-bank-settlements-
http://goo.gl/R5GrbP
http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/SKeyes-Statements/Palestine/1073
http://cpj.org/2012/07/us-should-press-israel-to-return-
http://cpj.org/2012/02/two-palestinian-television-stations-raided-in-rama.php
http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/Palestine/1285
http://www.madacenter.org/report.php?lang=1&id=1153&category_id=6&year=2012
http://www.skeyesmedia.org/extensions/pdf/SKeyes_Monthly_report_January_2012.pdf
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had been arrested on February 5 in eastern Bethlehem and subjected to a 
lengthy interrogation regarding the nature of his work as a journalist. He was 
released on May 21, 2012.22 On May 17, Israeli occupation forces arrested 
Bahaa Moussa, the director of the Palestinian satellite channel The Prisoner 
after raiding his home and confiscating equipment, material, and information 
about the channel.23 

Numerous journalists and photographers were assaulted while covering the 
suppression of demonstrations. On January 27, photographer Muhib al-
Barghouti was shot in both legs during a march in Bilin against the 
separation wall. His colleague, photographer Mohammed Atiya al-Tamimi, 
was injured in a similar march in the West Bank village of Nabi Saleh.24 In 
early December, Israeli soldiers assaulted four Palestinian journalists and 
forced them to strip down to their underwear and to kneel on the ground with 
their hands behind their heads. The journalists were detained at a military 
checkpoint in Hebron while on their way to cover the death of a Palestinian 
who had been shot by an Israeli soldier with the Border Guard. Their vehicle 
was marked “television,” and two of the journalists were wearing jackets 
marked “press.” Two of the journalists worked with Reuters, the third 
worked with the Hamas-affiliated al-Quds Television, and the fourth is a 
freelance journalist. Israeli soldiers also arrested four journalists after 
preventing them from covering clashes between soldiers and Palestinian 
demonstrators during the funeral procession of the Palestinian who had died. 
The four journalists work with the Associated Press, the European News 
Agency, AFP, and Reuters.25 

 

Suppression of Peaceful Protests 
Israeli occupation forces used excessive force when confronting peaceful 
protests in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, leading to deaths on several 
occasions.  

On February 24, Talaat Ramiya was killed when Israeli occupation forces 
shot him while he was taking part in a peaceful march at the entrance to al-

                                                 
22 SKeyes, “al-Quwwat al-Isra’iliya tufrij ‘an al-sahafi Suhayb al-‘Asa,” May 23, 2012, 
<http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/Palestine/1572>.  
23 CPJ, “Israel Arrests Head of Palestinian prison news channel,” May 22, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/05/israel-arrests-head-of-palestinian-prison-news-cha.php>.  
24 PCHR, “Intihakat quwwat al-ihtilal al-Isra’ili li-l-haqq fi-l-tajammu’ al-silmi fi-l-ard al-
Filistiniya al-muhtalla min Yanayir 2011 ila Uktubir 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2012/report_rights_2012.pdf>.  
25 CPJ, “Four Palestinian Journalists Assaulted by Israeli Soldiers,” Dec. 14, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/12/four-palestinian-journalists-assaulted-by-israeli.php>.  

http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/Palestine/1572
http://cpj.org/2012/05/israel-arrests-head-of-palestinian-prison-news-cha.php
http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2012/report_rights_2012.pdf
http://cpj.org/2012/12/four-palestinian-journalists-assaulted-by-israeli.php
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Ram, located north of Jerusalem, in protest of attempts to storm al-Aqsa 
Mosque. On March 5, Mohammed Abu Awwad, age 19, was shot and killed 
while participating in a march organized by a school in Birzeit to 
commemorate the anniversary of the death of six members of one family 
who had been killed when their car crashed into an Israeli military jeep.26 

In the Gaza Strip, Mahmoud Zaqout was killed on March 30 when 
occupation forces opened fire on hundreds of demonstrators who gathered 
west of Beit Hanoun, near the separation barrier, to commemorate Land 
Day. Others were injured in a similar assembly held near the border with 
Israel through the use of tear gas grenades, rubber bullets, and live 
ammunition by occupation forces.27 

 

Harassment of Human Rights Defenders 
Occupation forces imposed severe restrictions on the freedom of movement 
of several human rights defenders inside the West Bank. Abdullatif Ghaith, 
the president of Addameer, received an order in August 2012 banning him 
from travel abroad until January 2013. He had previously been summoned 
for questioning by Israeli intelligence in Jerusalem, ostensibly because he 
constitutes a threat to state security. Ghaith, a resident of East Jerusalem, had 
previously been banned from entering the West Bank, where the Addameer 
offices are located, pursuant to six-month ban issued in October 2011 which 
was extended for an additional six months in April 2012.  

Shaawan Jabbarin, the director of al-Haq in Ramallah, was banned from 
leaving the West Bank from 2006 until 2012, after which point he has still 
been required to obtain permission from the Israeli authorities prior to 
travel.28 

 

The occupation authorities have banned Addameer lawyers from visiting 
their detained clients, and Ayman Nasser, a lawyer and researcher with 

                                                 
26 PCHR, “Intihakat quwwat al-ihtilal al-Isra’ili li-l-haqq fi-l-tajammu’ al-silmi fi-l-ard al-
Filistiniya al-muhtalla min Yanayir 2011 ila Uktubir 2012.” 
27 Ibid. 
28 Frontline Defenders, “Israel/OPT: Travel Ban on Human Rights Defender Mr Abdullatif 
Ghaith,” Aug. 13, 2012, <http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/19481>; al-Haq, “al-
Mahkama al-‘ulya al-Isra’iliya tanzur fi-l-iltimas al-muqaddam ilayha bi-ism Sha’wan 
Jabbarin,” Feb. 23, 2012, 
<http://www.alhaq.org/arabic/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=597:2012-
07-17-11-05-30&catid=82:2012-05-09-07-27-45&Itemid=197>.  

http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/19481
http://www.alhaq.org/arabic/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=597:2012-
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Addameer, was tortured during a protracted interrogation after being 
detained by occupation forces on October 15.29 

On December 11, Israeli forces raided the offices of three Palestinian NGOs 
in Ramallah—Addameer Prisoners Support Association, the Palestinian 
NGO Network, and the Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees—and 
confiscated their computers and files.30 

During 2012, Israel made the unprecedented decision to freeze its relations 
and cooperation with the UN Human Rights Council after the council passed 
a resolution on March 19 condemning settlement activity in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and delegating an independent international fact-
finding mission to investigate the settlement policy and its impact on the 
human rights of Palestinians. The Israeli government refused to allow any 
representatives of the council to visit Israel or the occupied territories.31 

The occupation authorities also continued their policy of limiting acts of 
international solidarity with the Palestinian people. Israel took measures to 
prevent the arrival of hundreds of international activists to the Palestinian 
territories on April 15, organized as part of the Welcome to Palestine 
Campaign. These measures included sending blacklists with solidarity 
activists’ names to airlines for the cancellation of their reservations. The Ben 
Gurion Airport was also put on high alert in preparation for the arrival of 
some of the activists, 31 of whom were detained and deported to their 
countries of origin.32 On August 26, the Israeli authorities prohibited dozens 
of activists with the same campaign from entering the West Bank through 
the al-Karama crossing on the Jordanian border.33 

                                                 
29 Amnesty International, “Israel Must Stop Attacks on Palestinian NGOs and Human Rights 
Defenders,” Dec. 11, 2012, <http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/israel-must-
stop-attacks-palestinian-ngos-and-human-rights-defenders-2012-1>.  
30 Ibid. 
31 Resolution A/HRC/19/L.35, issued by the UN Human Rights Council, 19th session, agenda 
item 7, on the human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories, 
<http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/19/L.35>; France 24, “Majlis huquq 
al-insan yuwafiq ‘ala insha’ ba’that tahqiq hawl al-mustawtinat al-Isra’iliya,” Mar. 22, 2012, 
<http://www.france24.com/ar/20120322-un-human-rights-council-vote-decision-israeli-
settlements-west-bank-jerusalem>; BBC Arabic, “Isra’il taqta’ ‘alaqataha ma’ majlis huquq 
al-insan al-tabi’ li-l-umam al-muttahida,” Mar. 26, 2012, 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2012/03/120326_israel_un_human_rights_council.s
html>; France 24, “Isra’il taqta’ ‘alaqataha ma’ majlis huquq al-insan al-tabi’ li-l-umam al-
muttahida bi-sabab al-mustawtanat,” Mar. 24, 2012, <http://www.france24.com/ar/20120326-

المستوطنات-دولي-تحقیق-قطع-عالقات-اإلنسان-حقوق-مجلس-المتحدة-األمم-إسرائیل >.  
32 PCHR, “Intihakat quwwat al-ihtilal al-Isra’ili li-l-haqq fi-l-tajammu’ al-silmi fi-l-ard al-
Filistiniya al-muhtalla min Yanayir 2011 ila Uktubir 2012.” 
33 Ibid. 
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II. Violations by the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
Arbitrary Arrest and Torture 
Security and intelligence agencies of the PA in the West Bank and of the 
Hamas government in the Gaza Strip continued to engage in arbitrary 
detention, political persecution, and torture. From January through 
November 2012, the Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) 
received 652 complaints of illegal detention, 699 complaints related to 
torture and ill treatment in detention centers in the West Bank, and 291 
similar complaints for the Gaza Strip.34 

In late November, the Hamas government issued a blanket amnesty35 for 
cases related to the Fatah-Hamas dispute in 2007, including for six Fatah 
members. Nevertheless, Fatah denied that the amnesty had occurred and said 
that 70 of its members were still being detained by the Hamas government.36 
According to Hamas, the amnesty included the return of 17 Fatah members 
who had left the Gaza Strip during the dispute and others may be allowed to 
return in increments; it was announced that nine other Fatah members who 
had nearly completed their sentences would also be released.37 The number 
of Hamas detainees in the West Bank also declined while Hamas supported 
the PA president’s bid at the UN.38 Nevertheless, the PA continues to hold 
30 political prisoners affiliated with Hamas.39 

PA security agencies carried out the biggest arrest campaign against 
members of Hamas in September, when the Preventive Security Agency and 
General Intelligence detained 71 Hamas members in various areas of the 
West Bank. The list of detainees included Fouad al-Khafash, the director of 
the Ahrar Center for Prisoner Studies, Walid Khaled Hussein, the director of 

                                                 
34 See the monthly reports issued by the ICHR, <http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5?d=2012>. 
35 PCHR, “PCHR Welcomes Gaza Authorities’ Decision to Grant Amnesties to Persons 
Accused of Criminal Charges in Relation to the 2006 Palestinian Internal Conflict,” Nov. 25, 
2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9053:
pchr-welcomes-gaza-authorities-decision-to-grant-amnesties-to-persons-accused-of-criminal-
charges-in-relation-to-the-2006-palestinian-internal-
conflict&catid=36:pchrpressreleases&Itemid=194>. 
36 Al-Ahad, “al-Nahal yanfi al-ifraj ‘an ay mu’taqal Fatahawi min sujun hamas,” 
<http://www.alaahd.com/arabic/?action=detail&id=120264>.  
37 PNN, “al-Hukuma al-muqala tattakhidh jumlat qararat min bayniha al-ifraj ‘an 9 
Fatahawiyin al-yawm,” Dec. 25, 2012, < http://goo.gl/ikKUPr>.  
38 Azzaman, “Hamas tufrij ‘an sujana’ Fatah,” Dec. 28, 2012, 
<http://www.azzaman.com/?p=21518>.  
39 Sama News, “‘Adad mu’taqali hamas lada al-sulta tada’al,” Dec. 18, 2012, 
<http://www.samanews.com/index.php?act=Show&id=145682>.  
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Filistin in Salfit, and Sheikh Riyad Rashid al-Walwil.40 After the governor of 
Jenin, located in the northern West Bank, was shot and killed by unknown 
assailants in May, some 150 people were arrested, among them Zakaria 
Zubeidi, the former Aqsa Martyrs Brigades leader who helped establish the 
Freedom Theater and has staged plays critical of both the PA and the Israeli 
occupation.41 Zubeidi was placed in solitary for 50 days and denied contact 
with his lawyer, who was also detained for one week for insulting the 
prosecution and the Preventive Security Agency. Zubeidi was denied access 
to newspapers and television, forced to drink water from the toilet, restrained 
with his arms in painful positions for two days, and denied sleep. During this 
time, interrogators attempted to obtain information from Zubeidi about 
weapons held by armed Palestinian groups during the second intifada, nearly 
ten years ago. Zubeidi was taken to the hospital on September 1142 and 
released by the Jenin court in late September.43  

In addition, the Israeli occupation authorities raided the Freedom Theater, 
arresting several staff members following the death of an Israeli who was 
among the founders of the theater.44 

The Gaza Strip saw the largest arrest and intimidation campaign against 
Fatah in March 2012, when more than 40 activists were summoned by 
Internal Security and interrogated about their links with Fatah; some of them 
were tortured.45 On August 9, Internal Security in the Khan Yunis province 
arrested three Fatah leaders—Ammar al-Agha, Atef Shaath, and Wajih 
Shaath—following the organization of a cultural evening during Ramadan. 
They were released after questioning a few hours later.46 Fayez Abu Eita, the 

                                                 
40 PCHR, “Palestinian Security Services Arrest Dozens of Hamas Members in the West 
Bank,” Sep. 19, 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8809:
palestinian-security-services-arrest-dozens-of-hamas-members-in-the-west-bank-
&catid=36:pchrpressreleases&Itemid=194>.  
41 Human Rights Watch, “Israel/Palestinian Authority: Theater Group Hit from Both Sides,” 
July 27, 2012, <http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/07/27/israelpalestinian-authority-theater-
group-hit-both-sides>.  
42 Human Rights Watch, “Israel/Palestinian Authority, “Charge or Free Palestinian 
Detainees,” Sep. 19, 2012, <http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/09/18/israelpalestinian-authority-
charge-or-free-palestinian-detainees>.  
43 Arabs 48, “Mahkama Filistiniya tufrij ‘an Zakariya al-Zubaydi,” Oct. 1, 2012, 
<http://www.arabs48.com/?mod=articles&ID=94854>.  
44 Human Rights Watch, “Israel/Palestinian Authority: Theater Group Hit from Both Sides.” 
45 ANHRI, “Rasid: bawa’ith qalaq ‘amiq min istid’a’ jihaz al-amn al-dakhili li-‘asharat min 
nushata’ harakat Fatah fi qata’ Ghazza,” Mar. 28, 2012, <http://www.anhri.net/?p=51368>.  
46 ICHR, “August 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations,” 
<http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/849/Augest-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations-Augest-
2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
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Fatah spokesman in Gaza, was arrested after making statements in support of 
the Palestinian president and his speech at the UN General Assembly.47 

For the fourth year in a row, Hamas refused to allow representatives of the 
ICHR to carry out an inspection of conditions in detention facilities, where 
several deaths had occurred, both the Gaza Strip and in the West Bank.48 
Among those who died were Osama Aql Hassan Mansour, who died on July 
15 one month after his arrest by military intelligence in Ramallah,49 and 
Mohammed Said Abd al-Mutallib, who committed suicide in the Khan 
Younis police station on October 16 after being subjected to falaka 
beatings.50 On December 27, Atef Derbas died in the Shifa Hospital in Gaza 
as a result of medical neglect inside the Ansar District Prison.51 

 

Arbitrary Execution and Extrajudicial Killing 
The Hamas government applied the PLO’s revolutionary Penal Code to refer 
civilians to military tribunals on charges that carry the death penalty, despite 
the legal challenges that have been brought against the law’s 
constitutionality based on the fact that the law was never reviewed by the 
legislature. Hamas continued to implement death sentences without 
ratification by the PA president, as required by the Palestinian Basic Law. In 
2012, it executed six people convicted of murder of Gaza; in some cases the 
convictions were based on confessions obtained under torture. An additional 
27 people are on death row awaiting execution.52 

                                                 
47 ICHR, “October 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations,” 
<http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/925/October-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations-
September-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
48 See the monthly reports of the ICHR.  
49 ICHR, “July 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations,” 
<http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/820/July-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-
Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
50 PCHR, “PCHR Demands Investigation into the Death of a Civilian inside Khan Younis 
Police Station,” Oct. 18, 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8906:
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51 PCHR, “PCHR Calls for Investigation into the Circumstances of Man’s Death in Ansar 
Prison in Gaza,” Dec. 27, 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9159:
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52 Amnesty International, “Gaza: Executions Flout Legal Process,” July 18, 2012, 
<http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/gaza-executions-flout-legal-process-2012-07-18>.  
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During the Israeli offensive on Gaza in November, a number of those 
accused of “collaborating with the enemy” were subjected to extrajudicial 
execution. At least seven people were killed, six of them on November 20 by 
armed men in two vehicles and several motorcycles in the neighborhood of 
Sheikh Radwan, north of Gaza City. The men shot the six victims before 
mutilating the bodies of a number of them. The seventh victim, Ashraf Abd 
al-Hamid Aweid, was an inmate in the Gaza District Prison and was being 
prosecuted before a military court on charges of espionage; he was shot by 
armed men on November 16. On November 25, Hamas announced the 
formation of a commission to investigate extrajudicial killings.53 

 

Assaults on Freedom of Expression 
In January 2012, Preventive Security in Hebron summoned Ahram Weekly 
correspondent Khalid Amayreh three times for questioning about his 
opinions of the Arab revolutions and the Fatah-Hamas reconciliation, as well 
as statements in which he described Ismail Haniyeh, who had headed the 
dismissed Cabinet in Gaza, as a legitimate prime minister, which his 
interrogators considered an insult to the PA. Journalist Rami Samara, an 
editor with the Wafa Palestinian News Agency and an announcer with Radio 
Ajyal, was held for several hours after he criticized the executive committee 
of the PLO on Facebook.54 Palestinian intelligence in the West Bank 
detained journalist Youssef al-Shayed, a correspondent with the Palestinian 
al-Ayyam and the Jordanian al-Ghad, for nearly eight hours in an attempt to 
find out about his sources for a story that accused the Palestinian diplomatic 
mission in France of corruption and spying on Islamist movements abroad 
for Palestinian and foreign intelligence agencies. He was again detained on 
March 26 after being accused by the Foreign Ministry of libel; he was 
released by a court on April 2 on bail of $14,000.55 

                                                 
53 PCHR, “PCHR Condemns Extra-Judicial Killings of Persons in Gaza for Alleged 
Collaboration with Israel,” Nov. 21, 2012, 
<http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9032:
pchr-condemns-extra-judicial-killings-of-persons-in-gaza-for-alleged-collaboration-with-
israel-&catid=36:pchrpressreleases&Itemid=194>; ICHR, “November 2012 Report of Human 
Rights Violations,” <http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/957/November-2012-Report-of-Human-
Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
54 SKeyes, “Taqrir Skayz ‘an intihakat al-hurriyat al-i’lamiya wa-l-thaqafiya fi shahr kanun 
al-thani.”  
55 Ibid; CPJ, “Palestinian Authority Detains, Questions Two Journalists,” Apr. 4, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/04/palestinian-authority-detains-questions-two-journa.php >.  
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In February, the public prosecutor blocked eight news websites in the West 
Bank due to their criticism of the Palestinian president.56 On March 17, 
Palestinian intelligence in Nablus summoned journalist Shahd Beni Awda 
after she drew a cartoon criticizing the president; the interrogation was 
cancelled following the intervention of the head of the Palestinian Journalists 
Syndicate.57 

On March 28, Ismat Ahmed Abdul-Khaleq was detained on charges of 
libeling the Palestinian president and inciting to civil strife due to opinions 
he published on Facebook; he was released on bail on April 4.58 In July, four 
journalists—Reuters correspondent Said al-Hawari, photographers Ahmad 
Mesleh and Ahmad Awda, and journalist Mohammed Jaradat— were beaten 
and had their cameras confiscated by security forces while they were 
covering demonstrations against the PA in Ramallah. Jaradat was taken to 
the hospital for treatment following the beating.59 In October, Jihad Harb 
appeared before the investigative authorities pursuant to a complaint from 
the presidency that accused him of undermining the stature of the PA and 
insulting members of the president’s office due to an article he had published 
two months before.60 

In the Gaza Strip, attacks on freedom of expression largely took the form of 
barring journalists from being able to perform their jobs. On March 8, police 
prevented Mohammed Zuhdi al-Mashharawi, a correspondent with Sky 
News Arabic, from covering a group wedding organized by the Hamas 
government. Al-Mashharawi was beaten and taken to a detention facility 
before being released some time later. On March 26, police stopped 
journalist Mahmoud Emad al-Zaanoun, who works with the Doha Center for 
Media Freedom, from doing a video investigative piece on the fuel shortage; 
he was held for two hours at the al-Shajaiya police station before being 
released. On March 28, armed men prevented journalist Salem Mohammed 
Abu Salem, who was accompanied by two foreign journalists, from 
interviewing people at an orange orchard east of Gaza City. The journalists 
were taken to the Internal Security office where their work equipment and 
cellphones were confiscated. Abu Salem was also compelled to give security 

                                                 
56 CPJ, “Palestinian Authority Blocks Critical Websites,” Apr. 24, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/04/palestinian-authority-blocks-critical-websites.php>.  
57 ICHR, “March Report of Human Rights Violations,” 
<http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/744/March-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations-March-Report-
of-Human-Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
58 Ibid. 
59 CPJ, “Palestinian Security Forces Assault Journalists at Protests,” July 2, 2012, 
<http://cpj.org/2012/07/palestinian-security-forces-assault-journalists-co.php>.  
60 Mada Center, “MADA: Columnist Harb Was Interrogated Today,” Oct. 31, 2012, 
<http://www.madacenter.org/report.php?lang=1&id=1225&category_id=6&year=2012>.  
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officials his email password before he and his two colleagues were 
released.61 

On May 7, police detained a crew with the al-Quds satellite channel in front 
of the Shifa Hospital, preventing them from filming the mothers of prisoners 
on hunger strike in Israeli prisons.62 On July 18, Mohammed Suleiman Abu 
Nasira, a program presenter on Hona al-Quds, was detained for five hours 
while covering a sit-in in the al-Ramal quarter of Gaza City protesting the 
electricity blackouts.63 On November 17, armed men in civilian clothes 
attempted to enter the home of journalist and director Kholoud Khalil 
Shaaban to inform her that she had been placed under house arrest and to 
confiscate her equipment. In November, with the start of the Israeli assault 
on the Gaza Strip, Internal Security put many Fatah members under house 
arrest and ordered them not to leave their homes until the offensive was 
over.64 

In November, Internal Security and the Government Press Office prevented 
Majid Shoblaq, a correspondent with the Masriya satellite channel, and his 
wife, Hanan Abu Doghaim, a journalist and announcer at the local Iman 
Radio, from traveling to Cairo through the Rafah crossing to take part in a 
conference on the future of Arab media and Arab NGOs.65 

 

Suppression of Freedom of Assembly and Peaceful Protest 
Assemblies and peaceful protests faced crackdowns on several occasions by 
the Ramallah government in the West Bank and Hamas in the Gaza Strip. In 
the West Bank, General Intelligence in Ramallah detained several people for 
one day in February after they organized a march in solidarity with the 

                                                 
61 ICHR, “ March Report of Human Rights Violations.” 
62 ICHR, “May 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations,” 
<http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/782/May-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations-May-2012-
Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>.  
63 ICHR, “July 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations.” 
64 ICHR, “November 2012 Report of Human Rights Violations.” 
65 PCHR, “PCHR Condemns Prevention of Journalists Shoblaq and Abu-Doghaim from 
Traveling by the Gaza Government,” Nov. 4, 2012, 
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Syrian people.66 On June 30 and July 1, police used excessive force to 
disperse demonstrators in Ramallah protesting a meeting between the 
Palestinian president and the Israeli deputy prime minister. Five protestors 
were held for several hours, while journalists were beaten and prevented 
from filming. Journalist Mohammed Jaradat was hospitalized after being 
beaten with batons and kicked during the demonstration and while in 
custody at the police station; the hospital also admitted ten other injured 
demonstrators. The president announced the formation of an independent 
committee to investigate the use of excessive police force.67 Although the 
committee submitted a report on its findings to the president on July 24 in 
which it called for the prosecution of the head of police in Ramallah, the 
head of the criminal investigations unit, and several other officials, the PA 
did not respond to the report’s recommendation to hold officials accountable 
for the use of violence against demonstrators.68 

On November 13, female police slapped and kicked women and children 
taking part in a sit-in in front of the Preventive Security office in Hebron to 
protest the ongoing detention of their relatives.69 

In the Gaza Strip, violations to the right to organize public assemblies, 
marches, and sit-ins increased. On February 12, police dispersed an 
assembly held in solidarity with Jerusalem and the Aqsa Mosque, while on 
February 19 they used force to break up a peaceful gathering in al-Nuseirat, 
located in the Central Province, organized by the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) to demand a solution to the electricity crisis.70 

On March 22, Internal Security in Gaza summoned several activists who 
organized a sit-in in front of Gaza’s energy agency to protest the electricity 
crisis; the protest was dispersed by security forces.71 On July 18, police 

                                                 
66 ICHR, “February 2012 Report on Human Rights Violations,” 
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detained two protestors for 24 hours in Rafah, where they were demanding 
electricity; they were beat with batons while in custody.72 

On May 9, Hamas police intervened to break up the concluding panel of the 
Palestine literature festival, devoted to the topic of freedoms and repression. 
An Egyptian delegation had taken part in the conference that included bands, 
writers, political activists, and revolutionary youth. While an Egyptian writer 
was giving a speech on public freedoms, the electricity was cut and police 
raided the conference hall. They then ordered participants to leave on the 
grounds that the meeting was not authorized, and a member of the Egyptian 
band Iskandarella was assaulted.73 

In late August, Internal Security raided a group wedding sponsored by Fatah 
in one of the halls on the western coast of Gaza and set up barriers to prevent 
the arrival of guests.74 On September 12, Internal Security in Gaza banned 
the organization of a workshop in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails, held at the offices of the ICHR, saying that the security situation 
did not allow for such an event and that the Association of Prisoners and Ex-
Prisoners (Hussam) that helped organize the workshop was banned in 
Gaza;75 the association’s main headquarters are located in the West Bank.76 
In October, police prohibited a women’s sit-in in Gaza demanding national 
reconciliation.77 On November 13, police surrounded the site of another sit-
in organized for the same purpose near the Palestinian Legislative Council in 
Gaza, detaining eight political activists who expressed solidarity with those 
holding the sit-in; they were released later the same day.78 

Also in November, Hamas police intervened twice to thwart attempts to 
commemorate the death of late Palestinian President Yasser Arafat at Quds 
University in Rafah and at Azhar University in Gaza City.79 

                                                 
72 ICHR, “July 2012 Report on Human Rights Violations.” 
73 SKeyes, “Amn hamas yaqtahim ihtifaliyat Filistin li-l-adab,” May 10, 2012, 
<http://www.skeyesmedia.org/ar/News/Palestine/1498>; ICHR, “May 2012 Report on Human 
Rights Violations,” <http://www.ichr.ps/en/2/5/782/May-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-
Violations-May-2012-Report-of-Human-Rights-Violations.htm?d=2012>; Maan News, 
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77 ICHR, “October 2012 Report on Human Rights Violations.” 
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Harassment of Human Rights Defenders 
On January 9, Yazan Sawafta, a lawyer and researcher with the ICHR, was 
physically assaulted by Preventive Security in the West Bank, which also 
confiscated his identity card and camera. Sawafta was observing a 
demonstration organized by relatives of detainees held by the PA in 
Nablus.80 

On April 8, the interior minister issued an order dissolving the branch of the 
Palestinian Association for Human Rights (Rasid) in the West Bank without 
prior notice. The order was thought to be related to Rasid criticisms of 
Palestinian diplomats in Lebanon.81 In November, Sherif al-Asi, a researcher 
with the Palestinian Center for Human Rights in Ramallah and al-Bira, was 
threatened with arrest by members of the presidential guard while covering a 
sit-in by PhD holders. The guards prevented him from taking statements 
from protestors and forced him to leave, even though he informed them of 
the nature of his work and the reason for his presence.82 

In the Gaza Strip on January 13, Mahmoud Abu Rahma, the director of 
international relations at the Mezan Center for Human Rights, was attacked 
and stabbed by masked men as he was on his way home, calling him an 
atheist and an agent for foreign powers. Only ten days before, Abu Rahma 
had also been attacked and beaten. It is believed that both attacks were 
planned to carry out the death threats he received after publishing an article 
on Maan News in which he criticized the Hamas government and the PA for 
their failure to investigate torture and arbitrary detention and to hold 
offenders to account; Abu Rahma was also critical of Hamas’s stance 
towards armed groups in the Gaza Strip.83 
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